ENG 3001-745-746: Advanced Composition by Gay, Roxane
Eastern Illinois University
The Keep
Summer 2014 2014
Summer 6-15-2014
ENG 3001-745-746: Advanced Composition
Roxane Gay
Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/english_syllabi_summer2014
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the 2014 at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in Summer 2014 by an authorized
administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Gay, Roxane, "ENG 3001-745-746: Advanced Composition" (2014). Summer 2014. 8.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/english_syllabi_summer2014/8
300 I - r-tL/5 /7 '-f b 
Syllabus, ENG 3001, Summer 2014 
Building on existing writing skills, this course will help you review essential elements of 
composition, write for a variety of audiences and purposes, and develop an effective, individual 
style. We will focus on the essay form as an ideal medium for communicating both the personal 
and the political. In addition to your in and out-of-class writing practice, you will complete two 
short writing sequences and one lengthier research essay related. You will be expected to 
participate regularly in peer review of your colleagues' work. 
Textbooks 
On Writing Well, William Zinsser 
Artful Sentences: Syntax as Style, Virginia Tufte 
Best American Essays 2011, Edwidge Danticat 
The Art of Creative Nonfiction, Lee Gutkind 
Other readings as assigned. 
Learning Outcomes 
• To foster a reflective awareness of your own writing process and what you believe it 
means to write well 
• To understand writing as a process that includes synthesizing ideas, conducting 
research, and creating multiple drafts to improve the quality of your prose 
• To gain an understanding of composition across mediums, with a particular focus on the 
essay 
• To challenge conventional notions of what it means to write well 
• To develop a more complex understanding of context, purpose, and audience as 
rhetorical and complex in nature. 
Class Format 
Each day I will post lecture notes of some kind and an assignment with detailed instructions here. 
For most homework assignments, you should submit reading responses or responses to writing 
prompts to the Dropbox or in a Discussion, as directed. Sometimes, we will have group 
discussions. I expect your writing, whether in response to readings or in group discussions, to be 
substantive. Your response should be more than simply indicating agreement or disagreement, 
for example, with the topics we're discussing or reading. Your responses should state opinions 
and claims that are supported by compelling evidence. 
Should you ever have any questions about what's due and how it should be submitted, please 
send me an e-mail. I will respond within 24 hours of receipt of your e-mail and generally much 
sooner. 
Because this class is conducted online, clear, effective communication is of the utmost 
importance. My expectation is that you will submit (as directed) on the day, at the time that 
assignment is due. 
Lecture notes and assignment details will be posted by noon each day for the following class 
period. Class will meet, so to speak, Monday through Thursday. There will be no class or work 
posted on July 4. 
How to Get an A In This Class 
• Read and critically engage with assigned material and contribute to class discussions; 
• Complete homework assignments, do your best work, and submit homework on time; 
• Participate in online class discussions, in a timely manner, engaging in enthusiastic, 
respectful communication; 
• Provide constructive feedback to your classmates during online peer workshops. 
• If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, 
please contact the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible. 
Writing Expectations 
Throughout the 6-week course, you will be responsible for several forms of writing 
because this is a writing class. The major writing will include: 
• reading responses where you synthesize course lectures and assigned readings 
• writing prompts/exercises as assigned 
• an annotated bibliography 
• a brief personal essay (6-8 pp, double-spaced) 
• a long research-based essay (12-15 pp, double-spaced) 
Grades 
You must complete all assignments to receive a passing grade in this course. 
Reading responses 20% 
Research Essay 20% 
Personal Essay 20% 
Writing Exercises 20% 
Participation 20% 
Grading Scale: 
A=Outstanding Work; B=Good Work; C=Average Work; D=Deficient in form or structure or 
content; F=Seriously deficient in form or structure or content; sad face. 
100-90% =A 
89-80 = B 
79-70 = c 
69-65 = D 
Below65% = F 
